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I n d i a n a n d P a k i s t a n i , I r i s h , N e w Z e a l a n d , S o u t h A f r i c a n a n d S c o t t i s h v a r i a n t s are 
t a k e n i n t o account . It is c e r t a i n l y r i g h t tha t a l s o t aboo w o r d s h a v e b e e n i n c l u d e d 
a n d i n d i c a t e d as s u c h . T h e y canno t be i g n o r e d b y n o n - n a t i v e speakers , fo r t h e y m a y 
p r o v e to be p i t f a l l s i n t o w h i c h m a n y a n u n w a r y n o n - n a t i v e u se r of E n g l i s h m a y 
t u m b l e . 

M o s t w e l c o m e a re t he n u m e r o u s e x a m p l e s . I n t h i s respect , a possessor of b o t h 
the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English a n d the Oxford Advanced Learn­
er's Dictionary of Current English w i l l b e i n a fo r tuna te p o s i t i o n , f o r t h e r e a r e 
cases w h e n one of t he t w o has a n e x a m p l e o r e x a m p l e s t o offer , w h e r e a s the o the r 
has none. 

A l l the i n f o r m a t i o n o n the use of E n g l i s h w o r d s p r o v i d e d b y the D i c t i o n a r y w i l l 
be g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d b y the n o n - n a t i v e s p e a k e r of E n g l i s h . I n fact , t he p re sen t ed 
i n f o r m a t i o n m a y e v e n w h e t h i s appe t i t e f o r m o r e . A s he w i l l h a r d l y e v e r a c q u i r e 
a n a t i v e speaker ' s f e e l i n g f o r E n g l i s h , h e w i l l a l w a y s be i n need of a r e l i a b l e a n d 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e g u i d e t o M o d e r n E n g l i s h usage. It the re fore appea r s tha t t he re w o u l d 
be a p l a c e e v e n f o r a l a r g e r d i c t i o n a r y m e a n t s p e c i a l l y f o r h i m , p e r h a p s one of t h e 
s ize of The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary. Need le s s t o say, t h i s is not a c r i t i ­
c i s m , bu t m e r e l y a sugges t ion . W i t h i n the l i m i t s of 1303 pages, t he Longman Dic­
tionary of Contemporary English offers a w e a l t h of i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h m a k e s i t i n t o 
a w o r k of r e fe rence tha t w i l l be a c c l a i m e d as a n o u t s t a n d i n g l e x i c o g r a p h i c a l a c h i e v e ­
m e n t b y n o n - n a t i v e users of E n g l i s h a l l the w o r l d over . 

Jan Firbas 

J. I. Rodale, The S y n o n y m F i n d e r , r e v i s e d e d i t i o n b y Laurence Vrdang a n d N a n c y 
L a Roche, R o d a l e P re s s , Inc. , E m m a u s , P a . , 1979. 

Webster's Collegiate Thesaurus, G . C . M e r r i a m C o . , S p r i n g f i e l d , M a s s . , 1976. 
Roget's II: The New Thesaurus, H o u g h t o n M i f f l i n Co . , B o s t o n , M a s s . , 1980. 

T h e i n n u m e r a b l e ed i t i ons of Roget's Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases, 
f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1852, tes t i fy t o the usefulness of a re fe rence b o o k p r o v i d i n g a so ­
p h i s t i c a t e d n a t i v e s p e a k e r of E n g l i s h w i t h vas t c o l l e c t i o n s of w o r d s c o v e r i n g c e r t a i n 
s eman t i c f i e lds . Roget's Thesaurus is u s u a l l y less u se fu l to n o n - n a t i v e speakers o r 
l ea rne r s of E n g l i s h , p a r t l y because i ts r ange is b e y o n d the l i m i t s of t h e i r k n o w l e d g e 
of the E n g l i s h v o c a b u l a r y a n d p a r t l y because i t does not g i v e usage l abe l s . A d i s ­
a d v a n t a g e o f Roget, fe l t pe rhaps b y a l l i ts users , i s i t s c o m p l e x i t y , r e s u l t i n g i n no t 
so r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n . B e t t e r s t r u c t u r a t i o n of t he m a t e r i a l is a c h i e v e d 
w i t h the a l p h a b e t i c a l a r r a n g e m e n t of a thesaurus , as is e v i d e n c e d b y t h r e e recen t 
a c h i e v e m e n t s of A m e r i c a n l e x i c o g r a p h e r s . 

T h e mos t e x t e n s i v e o f t he n e w g e n e r a t i o n of thesauruses is t h e r e v i s e d e d i t i o n 
of Rodale's Synonym Finder. I ts 1355 pages of s m a l l p r i n t c o n t a i n o v e r 1,000,000 
w o r d s (as we l e a r n f r o m the b l u r b , o r m o r e t h a n 1,500,000 w o r d s a c c o r d i n g t o the 
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f ' s i n t r o d u c t i o n ) . T h e ave rage s ize of a n e n t r y seems t o be abou t 60 
w o r d s , bu t the en t r i e s a re d i v i d e d i n t o n u m b e r e d subg roups a c c o r d i n g t o m e a n i n g , 
a s t i l l f i n e r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n w i t h i n the s u b g r o u p s b e i n g i n d i c a t e d b y s e m i c o l o n s . F o r 
ins tance , head, as a n o u n , is d i v i d e d i n t o 13 n u m b e r e d subg roups c o n t a i n i n g about 
200 w o r d s , f u r t he r d i v i d e d b y 33 s emico lons , w h i c h g ives s i x w o r d s b e t w e e n s e m i ­
colons o n the average . (The s ize of s i m i l a r w o r d - g r o u p s i n L o n g m a n ' s 1962 r e v i s e d 
a n d m o d e r n i z e d v e r s i o n of Roget's Thesaurus seems to be s l i g h t l y s m a l l e r , i n d i c a t i n g 
f i n e r c lass i f ica t ion . ) I f w e c o m p a r e t he g roups of s y n o n y m s of head , n. , c o n v e y i n g 
the m e a n i n g of 'par t of a b o d y ' i n Rodale w i t h t he ana logous g r o u p i n Roget, w e 
f i n d tha t Rodale offers m o r e s y n o n y m s o r c l o s e l y r e l a t e d w o r d s , a l t h o u g h of s ty ­
l i s t i c a l l y l i m i t e d a p p l i c a b i l i t y : a r c h a i c mazard, costard, i n f o r m a l ups ta i r s , noggin, 
s l a n g exp res s ions gourd, noodle. (If t he c o m p a r i s o n w e r e m a d e o n the bas i s of Roget's 
i n d e x , there w o u l d be three m o r e w o r d s f o u n d i n R o d a l e o n l y : p o l l , upper storey, 
double crown.) Roget's Thesaurus, o n t h e o the r h a n d , cove r s a w i d e r f i e l d a n d 
offers a h i g h e r n u m b e r of r e l a t e d w o r d s , i n c a r e f u l sequence, s u c h as s ca lp , 
epicranium, headpiece, brow. 

I n a d d i t i o n to the t h i r t e e n subgroups , t he e n t r y head i n The Synonym Finder 
con ta ins f u r t h e r f i v e s u b g r o u p s w i t h s y n o n y m s to some i d i o m s , e.g. head over heels. 
Head as ad j ec t i ve a n d head as v e r b a r e c o v e r e d b y a n o t h e r s even subgroups . 

T h e e n t r y head a l sb s h o w s some o f t he o t h e r w e l c o m e fea tures of R o d a l e ' s Syn-
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onym Finder: usage l a b e l s (s lang, i n f o r m a l , d i a l e c t a l , a r c h a i c , etc.), i n d i c a t i o n o f 
t e c h n i c a l t e rms (such as n a u t i c a l , c h e m i s t r y ) a n d e v e n a n o c c a s i o n a l w o r d f r o m 
ano the r l anguage , l i k e L a t i n , F r e n c h , G e r m a n . T h e Synonym Finder d i s t ingu i shes 
no t o n l y b e t w e e n A m e r i c a n a n d B r i t i s h E n g l i s h , b u t i nd i ca t e s w o r d s f o u n d i n Sco t ­
t i s h , I r i s h , A u s t r a l i a n E n g l i s h , i n A n g l o - I n d i a n , etc. 

T h e second of the r e v i e w e d thesauruses is Webster's Collegiate Thesaurus. B a s e d 
o n the f i l e s of the M e r r i a m - W e b s t e r d i c t i o n a r i e s , i t s u p p l i e s the user w i t h s y n o n y m s , 
a n t o n y m s , r e l a t ed a n d con t r a s t ed w o r d s . T h e r e a re t w o types of e n t r y : the m a i n 
en t ry , w i t h a sho r t d e f i n i t i o n of t he s e m a n t i c r a n g e of the w o r d i n ques t ion 
a n d w i t h a n i l l u s t r a t i v e e x a m p l e (ne i the r of these features is to be f o u n d i n Roget 
o r Rodale), a n d the s e c o n d a r y e n t r y , w i t h s y n o n y m s o n l y . T h u s u n d e r head t he f i r s t 
e n t r y is a m a i n e n t r y w i t h a d e f i n i t i o n a n d a n e x a m p l e (and w i t h a f u l l l i s t of 
s y n o n y m s ) a n d the r e m a i n i n g s e v e n en t r ies a r e s e c o n d a r y ones, w h e r e t h e f i r s t of 
the s y n o n y m s is p r i n t e d i n s m a l l cap i t a l s , g u i d i n g the r eade r to the r e q u i r e d m a i n 
e n t r y (e.g., G I F T 2, L E A D E R 2). T h e l i s t of s y n o n y m s fo r a s econda ry e n t r y is 
s l i g h t l y s h o r t e r t h a n the l i s t at t he c o r r e s p o n d i n g m a i n en t ry . U s a g e d i r ec t i ons are 
s i m p l i f i e d , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n t o a s i n g l e s y m b o l of l i m i t e d use, so that ano the r 
d i c t i o n a r y has to be c o n s u l t e d i f m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n usage is needed . 

T h e o v e r a l l n u m b e r of w o r d s i n Webster's Collegiate Thesaurus w i l l b e l o w e r 
t h a n i n Roget o r Rodale. T h e e n t r y head, n . , con t a in s 81 w o r d s , c o m p a r e d t o abou t 
200 i n Rodale. T h e n u m b e r of r e l a t e d w o r d s i n the o the r t w o thesauruses w i l l be 
h i g h e r . T a k i n g head a g a i n as a n e x a m p l e , w e f i n d o n l y fou r r e l a t ed w o r d s i n the 
m e a n i n g of 'par t of a b o d y ' : brainpan, cranium, scalp, crown, w h i l e Rodale's Syn­
onym Finder has a l s o skull, cephalon, cap, etc. 

E v e n w i t h a s m a l l e r , t h o u g h not i n s u f f i c i e n t , sec t ion of the E n g l i s h v o c a b u l a r y 
c o v e r e d , Webster's Thesaurus has one a d v a n t a g e o v e r Rodale's Finder i n tha t a l l 
w o r d s a p p e a r i n g as s y n o n y m s i n t he en t r ies are a l so i n c l u d e d as separa te ent r ies 
i n t h e i r o w n a l p h a b e t i c a l p laces . A user c a n 'enter ' t he thesaurus at noodle o r n u t 
(or a n y o the r s e c o n d a r y en t ry ) a n d w i l l be d i r e c t e d t o the m a i n e n t r y (i.e. head) . 

T h e au thor s of Webs t e r ' s Collegiate Thesaurus, w e r e too generous , i n t he v i e w 
of the p resen t r e v i e w e r , i n a l l o t t i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y one s i x t e e n t h of t he book, c o r ­
r e s p o n d i n g to about s i x t y pages, to the e x p l a n a t i o n of a b b r e v i a t i o n s syn, rel, etc. 
T h e e x p l a n a t i o n is r epea ted on e v e r y page. E v e r y o the r page s h o u l d be m o r e t h a n 
su f f i c i en t . 

T h e n a m e of the t h i r d book , Roget's II: The New Thesaurus, b y the edi tors of 
The American Heritage Dictionary, i n d i c a t e s tha t Roge t II is a n e w type of thesaurus , 
d i f f e r en t f r o m the w e l l - k n o w n Roget I. T h e d i f f e r ence c a n be seen at f i r s t g l ance 
a n d i t m i g h t be s a id tha t of the th ree thesauruses d i scussed here , Roget II bears 
t he leas t r e s e m b l a n c e t o the o r i g i n a l Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases. 
Roget II has some fea tures c o m m o n w i t h W e b s t e r ' s Collegiate Thesaurus. B o t h are 
a l p h a b e t i c a l , b o t h d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n m a i n a n d s e c o n d a r y ent r ies , offer de f i n i t i ons 
a n d e x a m p l e s a n d p r o v i d e usage l abe l s . Roget II, h o w e v e r , dea ls w i t h s y n o n y m s 
o n l y , i.e. i t does not l i s t a n t o n y m s , r e l a t e d or con t ras ted w o r d s . 

Roget II has a v e r y d i s t i n c t l a y - o u t of t he pages, w i t h e n t r y w o r d s , de f in i t i ons , 
e x a m p l e s i n the l e f t - h a n d c o l u m n a n d w i t h s y n o n y m s a n d i d i o m s i n the r i g h t - h a n d 
c o l u m n . A l t h o u g h r e q u i r i n g m o r e space t h a n the u s u a l d i c t i o n a r y l ay -ou t , the n e w 
a r r a n g e m e n t is v e r y c o n v e n i e n t a n d easy to s u r v e y . A l l exp res s ions suggested as 
s y n o n y m s to the m a i n o r the s e c o n d a r y en t r ies h a v e t h e i r o w n a l p h a b e t i c ent r ies . 
T h e m e a n i n g s of a l l en t r ies , m a i n o r secondary , are a l w a y s de f ined . I f w e l o o k u p 
head, n . , aga in , w e f i n d t e n d e f i n i t i o n s for t he n o u n , th ree f o r the v e r b a n d one 
f o r the ad jec t ive . 

T o s u m up . A l l th ree thesauruses are c o n s i d e r e d t o be v e r y u se fu l re ference 
books , each i n a d i f f e r en t w a y a n d , pe rhaps , f o r a d i f f e ren t t y p e of user . The Synonym 
Finder s h o u l d be p r e f e r r e d b y readers w i t h a n i n t i m a t e k n o w l e d g e of the E n g l i s h 
v o c a b u l a r y , w h i l e Webster's Collegiate Thesaurus s h o u l d be f o u n d use fu l b y those 
w h o do not need v e r y e x t e n s i v e l i s t s of s e m a n t i c a l l y cognate w o r d s b u t w h o l i k e 
to get t he i n f o r m a t i o n s t r u c t u r e d i n a m o r e sy s t ema t i c m a n n e r . Roget II: The New 
Thesaurus s h o u l d p r o v e v e r y adequa te as a h a n d y re fe rence book of h i g h q u a l i t y 
on F.ngUsh s y n o n y m s , a n d of the t h r ee thesauruses r e v i e w e d he re is v e r y l i k e l y t o 
p r o v e mos t use fu l to f o r e i g n l e a r n e r s of E n g l i s h . 

Josef Hladky 
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