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bilinguisme.” En s’appuyant sur une méticuleuse documentation, 'auteur ,,proteste contre 1’asser-
tion qui dit que le bilingue est un arriéré; il y a des bilingues arriérés, mais ce n’est pas a cause
du bilinguisme, c’est & cause de I’ensemble des facteurs économiques et sociaux qui jouent dans
la détermination de la situation de bilingue‘. L’étude est importante non seulement du point
de vue pédagogique, mais aussi du point de vue du linguiste qui y trouvera bien des remarques
sur les emprunts des mots d’une langue & une autre langue. On doit méme étre d’accord avec
l'auteur que la question du bilinguisme devient de plus en plusimportante, parce que ,,l’extension
croissante des bilinguismes dans le monde doit conduire & un intérét grandissant pour les pro-
blémes linguistiques, sociaux et psychologiques qui 8’y rattachent.

La bibliographie générale par laquelle Pouvrage se termine, enrichit la fameuse bibliographie
de Werner F. Leopold. Tous ceux qui voudront désormais s’occuper de 1’étude du langage enfantin
ne pourront point se dispenser de la lecture du présent livre et ils seront reconnaissants & M. Cohen
de I’avoir publié.

Karel Ohnesorg

Ruth Hirsch Weir: Language in the Crib, Mouton & Co, The Hague, 1962, pp. 216

The present book is a very interesting and valuable contribution to the study of the child’s
acquisition of language. It deals with certain aspects of the language of a two-and-one-half year
old boy. The investigation focuses on language, both as a skill, that is, in its distinctive function,
and as a means of communication, that is, in its significative function. The child’s language is
studied here as a self-contained system under special circumstances, namely, when he talks to
himself just before falling asleep. Some comparison is made between the child’s language of these
pre-sleep monologues and his day language on the one hand, and the language of the adults
around him on the other. (This is certainly in agreement with Marcel Cohen who calls for compa-
tison between the child’s language and the language of the adults around the child.) The child’s
language in the recordings is completely spontaneous, that is to say, he was at no time aware
that his speech was recorded. Thus the question of the child’s awareness of being observed and
the consequent validity of data often discussed in literature on child’s language, is not relevant
here. The basic corpus underlying this study are nine tapes recorded at a period of two months,
transcribed and analyzed. The author supposed it to be more convenient to start the phonemic
analysis from larger units, and, by breaking them up, to arrive at the minimal functional unit,
the phoneme and its constituent features. This is also more consistent with the linguistic develop-
ment of the child, which does not proceed from using single phonemes to arrive at larger
units but starts with a larger unit which is then broken up into phonemic constituents and
contrasts. ’

Under prosody, the author includes intonation, pauses and stress. The length, on the other
hand, is taken up together with complex syllabic nuclei since its patterning is in variation with
them. i

It is frequently noted in observations on the linguistic development of the child that intonation
is one of the earliest linguistic feature acquired by a child. The present study confirms the fact as
far as the purely imitative phonetic aspect of language acquisition is concerned. It seems, however,
that the previous investigations have not tried to analyze intonation from a structural point of
view. Ruth Weir’s study, on the other hand, is a piece of valuable research in this respect. She
finds three pitch levels in her boy’s speech, which are, however, not used contrastively. A fourth
level occurs, higher than any others, in calls and urgent requests. In terms of contours, the most
frequent one is falling; next in frequency is a rising contour; a sustained one is found least fre-
quently. But here again the author is unable to discover a functional relationship among them.
Nevertheless, intonation does perform a certain function, but on a different level: it serves as
a marker of sentence boundaries. The syntactic structures found in the corpus are varied, but
a sentence can most readily be defined by an intonation contour with either a final fall or final
rise, or by a sustained pitch, each followed by pauses of varying length.

As for the stress, two contrastive levels can be identified in the boy’s linguistic system, phone-
mically stressed and wunstressed. The child uses contrastive stress in accordance with standard
English consistently and correctly. But he does have a tendency to overuse the feature of stress
that is to place it on an additional syllable to the one bearing stress.

8 L’auteur a publié sur ce sujet encore d’autres études: L'acquisition du frangais écrit par des
enfants de langue maternelle dialectale allemande (Le Courrier de la Rech. Pédag. 1959, No 10). —
Problémes psychopédagogiques du bilinguisme. (Rev. Inter. Pédag. 1960, 6, No 1).
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In order to arrive at a more revealing picture of the child’s structure of vowel and non-vowel
phonemes, it is essential to view these phonemes as being constituted of bundles of articulatory
features.

With vowel phonemes, the author took the following independent articulatory movements into
consideration: tongue height, with three positions in relation to the oral cavity, called high, mid
and low respectively; tongue position, named front, central and back; relative tautness of the
organs of speech, tense or lax respectively; position of the lips during the vowel production, the
lips rounded or unrounded; the relative duration of the vowel produced — its length.

The author proceeds to offer a thorough description of each vowel phoneme existing in the
boy’s repertoire, with its phonetic variants represented graphically, described phonetically and
charted as to the frequency and place of occurrence. She finds five vowel phonemes at the cardinal
points of the vowel triangle, namely ¢, ¢, @, 0, u each of them having a number of positional
variants. These reduced vowel systém can be expected in view of the findings of other investiga-
tors of child’s language generally.

To summarize the role of articulatory features in her boy’s vowel system, the author offers
these conclusions: the feature of rounding has been well learned. In regard to tongue position,
the contrasts are basically high versus non-high and back versus non-back, with small exception,
disregarding the intermediary positions of mid and ceniral. The feature of tense versus lax is
still very unstable and is not used contrastively. The phonemic status of length is also highly
dubious. In terms of a phonemic analysis it can be said that the feature of length is imperfectly
learned and is not used contrastively at this stage of language development.

To close the chapter on vowel phonemes, the author gives the proportions of the occurrences
of the vowel phonemes. Another figure shows the occurrences of the vowel phonemes in their
order of frequency. She tried to compare her statistical findings with those contained in some
relevant studies of standard English, but due to the widely differing analysis the data for vowels
are not truly comparable. The only thing which could be said with some validity is that the
non-back vowels ¥, I are far the most frequent ones.

As for the phonemic fluctuation of vowels, the most striking instability with the boy was the
fluctuation between 4 and O (due most probably to the dialectal variation caused by the different
dialects spoken in the family). Less widespread but still considerable was the fluctuation of 4
and E (which again can be explained by imitating different dialects at home.) Five instances of I
and E were found and one example of £ and O. In summary then, the original five point vowel
triangle can still be reduced further to a three point triangle U, 4, I, the same as given by Jakob-
son as the first vocalic split, opposing the single compact 4 to the diffuse and grave U and the
diffuse and acute I, or, in the author’s articulatory terminology the preservation of only two
features: high versus low, and front versus back.

The system of consonant phonemes presents a much simplified picture in terms of variants
than did that of the vowels. Bearing the consonant phonemes of standard English in mind,
the findings here are parallel to a considerable extent, with the exception that some of the standard
phonemes are found only as variants in the child’s system. Since the phonemic analysis of standard
English consonants show agreement, a comparison of the author’s findings with those of standard
English is feasible.

As for the stops and nasals, the autor finds a voiceless and a voiced stop phoneme at the
bilabial, alveolar and velar points or articulation (p, b, ¢, d, k, g). The voiceless stops are usually
highly aspirated and often finally released. All of them occur initially, medially and finally. The
proportions are charted again in figures. It is interesting to note that the occurrence of these six
stop phonemes account for almost half of all consonant occurrences in the text. This is at great
variance with the data dealing with standard English where the stops account for only slightly
more than 18 % of all consonants. It is, however, in agreement with Robbins Burling’s findings
(cf. R. Burling, Language Development of a Garo and English Speaking Child, Word, Vol. 15,
1959) and closely corresponds to the pattern which is characteristic of this stage of speech of any
child generally.

A further break-down shows the proportion of bilabial stops as compared to alveolar and
velar ones. It is interesting to note that the velar stops are somewhat more frequent than the
labials, a fact true only of the oral stops but not of the nasals. In view of the fact that the dentals
(alveolars in this case) are retained longest by the aphasics, it is perhaps not surprising that
almost fifty percent of the child’s stops are alveolar. A similar correlation is found in the nasals
where n occurs most frequently, followed by m, another consonant lost late by aphasics.

In terms of features, the stop articulation has been well learned by the child, which is con-
sistent with all the findings on the child language generally. This applies also to the feature of
Jrontness versus backness where the child shows a greater predilection for the front stops as
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compared to the back ones, which again can be confirmed by the conclusions arrived at in earlicr
works in this field. Aspiration and release are two other well learned features (again in agreement =
with other authors, e.g. Burling). It is, however, the feature of voicing which shows greatest
instability and is therefore of interest. The fluctuation, typical also of sibilants, is mostly confined
to the final position but occurs in other positions as well. Evidence for the loss of the feature
of voicing is adduced by nearly all works dealing with the child’s language (the latest contribution
on this problematics is to be found in Zeitschrift fiir Phonetik und Kommunikationswissenschaft,
1964 p. 265-268).

The preponderance of stop phonemes is to be expected in the light of Jakobson’s theory of the
development of the phonemic system. He establishes as the first dichotomy learned by the child
that of a consonant versus vowel, the consonant actually used being a stop. Next, the consonantal
sphere is broken up into oral versus nasal, which is again confirmed by the present study.

As for the liquids, it is surprising that the author finds relatively great stability of / and r.
This is rather at disagreement with the findings of most investigators in this field who speak of
the late appearance of liquids (r particularly). — A probable late acquisition of the liquids is
borne out also by the fact that they are lost early by aphasics.

Both voiceless and voiced labiodental spirants occur, presenting a very interesting picture.
The voiceless spirant f also substitutes for the interdental § thus showing the instability of the
feature of interdentality, a fact which is pointed out, e.g., by Jakobson. (In the speech of aphasics
the interdentals are absent very early.) The voiced labiodental v is to be considered a separate
phoneme since it is consistently used contrastively. Its functional yield is low and therefore
the author assumes that it is just being learned as a distinctive unit. This is confirmed by a great
deal of fluctuation between v and b, which has been established by other works as well.

Both interdental spirants, 0 and §, occur, but quite rarely. The fluctuation between 6 and f
has been mentioned, the remaining 0 and 5 can be classified as the variants of ¢ and d respectively.
As for the sibilants s, f, in spite of the relatively few occurrences s clearly contrasts with f,
with the only fluctuation caused by the influence of the Danish member of the household in
whose native tongue the s versus f contrast does not exist. Most other linguist offer parallel
findings on sibilants as to their relatively later development and the instability of f and 3 con-
trasts. We find it rather surprising that the affricates ¢/ and d3 should be phonemes in the author’s
interpretation of the data. Other observations as well as the early loss of {f and d3 by aphasics
would point to their late acquisition by the child.

To summarize the status of articulatory features of the consonant phonemes, the instability
of the feature of voicing is striking. It is only fairly stable in the case of an even greater instability
of another feature, namely, that of ¢nterdentality. With few exceptions the place and manner of
articulation are quite stable, as are the release and aspiration.

In the same way as with the vowel phonemes the author gives the proportions of the consonant
phonemes and their relative occurrences. She finds a striking preponderance of consonants pro-
duced in the front of the mouth, which may suggest a further representation of the relationship
of bilabials, labiodentals and alveolars as opposed to palatals and velars. In regard to manner of
articulation, the oral stops account for 48,5 %, of all consonant occurrences, and with the addition
of the nasals, occlusives constitute 66,1 % of the consonants found. To carry the analysis further,
the author compares all consonants in all positions occurring in pairs of voiceless / voiced. This
is the only time that voiceless consonant predominate, due to the loss of the feature of voicing
of the marked member of the pair. If, however, all non-vowel phonemes, including nasals and
liquids, are taken into consideration, then the voiced consonants are by far more frequent than
voiceless ones (64,6 % : 35,4 9%).

A comparison with the studies of standard English reveals a striking fact that the first three
most frequent phonemes coincide (e, ¢, £). In regard to liquids the total of over 15 % in the present
study parallels the totals of standard English, but the proportions of ! and r are just the reverse
(! being more frequent in the present data). In the case of spirants, the author finds the nasals and
affricates parallel to those of standard English. Due to the child’s devoicing of consonants paired
by the voiceless versus voiced feature (which is to be attributed to the influence of his mother’s
speech, who is not English-born), it is not surprising that the proportion of occurrences of the
voiceless member of the pair is about 20 %, higher than standard English occurrences. However,
in comparing all voiced with all voiceless consonants, the present findings parallel closely the
proportions of standard English. ’

Due attention is paid to clusters. Two, three and four consonant combinations are discussed
according to position where they occur in the word, each of these groups being illustrated by
examples.

The next chapter deals with the phonemic shapes of words. In terms of their length, the
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words in the corpus can be devided into three groups: monosyllabic, dissyllabic and trisyllabic
nords in the following proportions: 68,8 % : 28,1 % : 3,1 %, respectively. This fact, however, does
wot seem to be characteristic of children’s language alone, but of English in general.

As for the shapes of the words, the author offers an analysis of their consonant and vowel
sequences. The most frequent shape in her findings is CVC, next in frequency are CV and VC,
CVCV coming fourth. The CVCC, CVCVC and CCVC shapes are also quite common as mlght
be expected on the basis of standard English.

The author also mentions several occurrences of telescoping, some side by side with longer
forms. Gregoire makes similar observations on omission of syllables  in polysyllabic words and
so do nearly all investigators of child’s language, the first to do so most probably being Jespersen
in Language, Its Nature, Development and Origin, London, 1922.

The next chapters of the book under review are devoted to the grammar and discourse analysis.
Due attention is drawn to the problem whether the development of morphology precedes that
of syntax, or vice versa. Ruth Weir’s findings — in agreement with other scholars in this field —
speak for the fact that the syntactic relationships are mastered earlier than morphologic inflection,
both in the pre-sleep monologues of the child and even more so in his day speech. As in the chapters
dealing with phonology, the author presents some statistical information on the types of words
and the types of sentences including their length. The imperative sentences are the most frequent
type, followed by declaratives and interrogatives, with a great number of structurally ambiguous
sentences which due to their elliptic constructions cannot be readily classified. As to the sentence
length, two and three word sentences are the most frequent; four- and five-word sentences show
a considerable drop-off, six-word sentences are rare and there are no true sentences beyond the
seven-word length, which of course, can be stated generally in regard to children’s speech.

In the morphology of the noun, the possessive case is restricted to ,,personalized‘ nouns. The
adjectives are not inflected, no gradation appears. In regard to verbs, the -ing form has been
mastered grammatically but not fonetically and it is a true paradigmatic form. The past, however,
shows a paradigmatic awareness within the marked and unmarked form of a particular verb
only and the past paradigm as a whole has not yet been generalized in the child’s linguistic
system. On the level of derivation, new-formations with bound morphemes are practically
non-existent, but the compounding of words has been learned fairly well. In comparing word
events (running words) with word designs (different words) the proportion of noun events and
verb events is about the same. In terms of designs, however, nouns outnumber verbs considerably.

" The author also takes up the frequency of the vocabulary occurring in the corpus. The choice
of vocabulary in the monologues is very limited when compared with the child’s lexical capacity
during the day.

In the appendix we may find the complete corpus in rough phonetic transcription. The phonetic
symbols are those commonly used in American linguistic works.

Iet us close our review of Ruth Weir’s interesting study with the words of Roman Jakobson,
who says in the introduction to this book: ,,The half dream soliloquies of the two-and-one-half
vear old boy lead us into a fascinating and hitherto unexplored province of language. For lin-
guistic study in the border zone of inner speech and dream speech the various specimens of
reduction and condensation are particularly inviting. One could hardly find a more gratifying text
for investigation of radical elipsis on the different levels of language — fragmentation not only
of sentences, clauses and phrases but also of words used side by side in their full forms. Sometimes
it is difficult to separate features typical of inner speech in general from those which specify
the speech development in young children. Nonetheless, here one immediately detects new and
valuable clues to the study of child language. According to Ruth Weir’s subtle observations, the
lowering of the cognitive, referential function in Anthony’s soliloquies brings to the fore all other
language functions. A typical property of child’s speech is an intimate interlacement of two
functions — the metalingual and the poetic one — which in adult language are quite separate.
Although the pivotal role which in language learning belongs to the acquisition of metalanguage
is well-known, the predominantly metalingual concern of the somnolent child with language
itself comes as a great surprise. It shows us the ways in which language is gradually mastered.
Many of the recorded passages bear a striking resemblance to the grammatical and lexical exer-
cises in textbooks for self-instruction in foreign language.

Anthony’s bedtime play with language as a condensed summary of his day imperatively calls
for further investigation...*

And so do many other aspects of the child’s acquisition of language. It is to be appreciated
that for many years the child’s speech has been studied in different countries and from different:
points of view. It has to be stated, however, that though our knowledge of children’s articulation,
retardations, developmental dyslalias, of children’s vocabulary etc. has grown in recent years,
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our knowledge of language behaviour in children and of the influences related to its development
still shows considerable gaps. Comparative studies in different languages and cultures would
provide other materials and thus help to determine the extent to which various factors affeet the
child’s acquisition of language.

Jaroslava Padesovd

Rudolf Rizika: Das syntaktische System der altslavischen Partizipien und sein Verhiltnis
zum Griechischen, Akademie-Verlag, Berlin 1963, 395 s.

Diilezitou souéast slavistickych studii tvoFi stdle baddni o staroslovénském jazyce, jeho gra-
matickém systému a slovni zdsob&. Charakteristickym rysem soudobych vyzkumd v oblasti
mluvnické stavby staroslovénstiny je zvl4ste silnd snaha o poznéni jeji syntaxe, nebot ta dosud
nebyla probddéna tak zevrubng jako tfeba hliskoslovi nebo morfologie. Zdjem o stsl. syntax se
projevuje nejen u nds, kde jej kromé dildich studii jednotlivych doklddad vyrazné akademicky
sbornik praci Issledovanija po sintaksisu staroslavjanskogo jazyka z r. 1963, ale téz v Sovétském
svazu, kde se za posledni dobu objevila celd fada syntaktickych praci o staroslovénsting z péra
autori jako Tolstoj, Pravdin, Skupskij, Chodova, Bunina, Suprun nebo Toporov, déle v Polsku,
kde na tomto poli ispédn& pracuje Cz. Bartula a L. Moszynski, i na Zépadé, kde do syntaktické
problematiky staroslov&nstiny zasahuji ddle%itymi pracemi badatelé jako H. Briuer, H. Birn-
baum aj. :

Vyznamnym vkladem do tohoto Gsili svétové slavistiky je i recenzovand monografie o syntaxi
nt-ovych a s-ovych participii v stsl. evangeliich, v ni%¥ R. RuZitka, profesor lipské university
a feditel jejiho jazykov&dného instibutu, zachycuje a interpretuje na impozantnim materisle
(1379 &slovanych komentovanych stsl. dokladf s feckymi pfedlohami) cely systém syntaktickych
konstrukei participia praes. act. a praet. act. vé stsl. evangelnich kodexech. Skoda, %e sem autor
nezafadil i pojedndni o dativu absolutnim, kterému v&noval studii samostatnou, a zbavil tak svou
knihu atributu dplnosti. Cilem préce je vyloZit systematicky a do viech podrobnosti soustavu stsl.
participidlnich vazeb a jejich vztah k feckym pfedlohdm na zékladé stavu v pamdtkdch, tedy
funk¥né a synchronng, ale v usili 0 maximdlni tplnost a komplexnost vykladu jsou do préce
vloZeny i pasdte tykajici se geneze jednotlivych konstrukei a participidlnich obrati vibec.
Reknéme hned ivodem, 7 tento viestranny vyklad syntaxe stsl. aktivnich participii je ve svém
celku dspény a velmi zdafily. -

V genetickych pasd?fich vychdz{ Rd%itka z velmi dobré znalosti Yeské syntaktické Skoly
(Zubaty, Trévnitek, Havrinek) a jejiho udeni o nomindlnich vétéch a z jemné analyzy materidlu
t&% v mnoha pfipadech neobytejné zajimavé poznatky o genetickych souvislostech mezi riznymi
typy participidlnich konstrukei i nové argumenty pro uznani jejich jmenné vétného pivodu.

Ve funkéni analyze zkoumanych vazeb se hldsi k odkazu ruské Skoly v jeji potebiiovské linii
(Potebiia, Ovsjaniko —Kulikovskij, Istrina), ale podstatnym zpdsobem jeji urdeni rozviji a pfe-
kratuje, pouten metodologickymi vysledky praZského strukturalismu (s prospéchem napf. buduje
sviij vyklad na principu asymetrické korelace pfiznakovych a nepfiznakovych &leni) i soudobymi
metodami transformace apod. ‘

Zikladni konstitutivnf antinomii v systému stsl. participii spatfuje R. mezi participii jmennymi
a slofenymi: pfiznakovym &lenem této korelaéni dvojice je participium v tvaru sloZeném; jeho
Pfiznakem je nepfisudkovost. Bezpifznakovy &len (tj. jmenny tvar participia) vystupuje v celé
Fad8 riznych konstrukei, v nich m4é rizné funkece — od predikativni aZ po atributivni, pfitem%
podle autora nenf mo?no v kazdém jednotlivém pripadd pfesnd a beze zbytku odlisit jednu od
druhé. To je zjiténi nepochybn¥ sprdvné, a proto sotva presvéd®i autorovy vlastni ojedinélé
pokusy piece jen v n8kterych konkrétnich dokladech ,,atributivni‘‘ a ,,predikativni‘* uZiti parti-
cipia rozli§it; nepodafilo se mu zde v hodnoceni jednotlivosti vyhnout se vidy jistému subjekti-
vismu — nen{ napf. zcela jasné, pro¢ by mélo mit atributivni povahu participium v dokl. 167 na

str. 43 (¢ vsi ljudve vidévude. vezdade chvalp bvi L. 18.43), ale predikativni povahu participium
v dokl. 168 (i abuve vvsv narods. vidévsde ¢ udasp se Mr 9.15). Autor je si oviem pln& védom vég-
nosti kritérii pfi Fefieni této otdzky, a proto provadi vnitini déleni celé prvni skupiny podle pH-
znakd formdln& syntaktickych. Rozliduje pfedevifm konstrukce s jmennymi participii v nom.
a 8 jmennymi participii v nepfimych pddech a uvnitf nominativnich participii uplatiiuje jako
systematizadni hledisko jejich postavenivzhledem k piisudkovému slovesu (piiznakovs prepozice
a bezpfiznakovd postpozice). Pojednivd vidy nejprve o konstrukeich s jednim participiem
(monoparticipidlnich), na nich¥ demonstruje podstatné a celkové znaky probiraného typu, a pak
o konstrukeich s vice participii (polyparticipidlnich), u nich% si v3im4 komplikovangjsich a Zasto
rozmanité kombinovanych vztah® mezi participii a verbem. finitem i mezi participii samymi
v roviné syntaktické i sémantické. Je to vekutku zna¥né a vctyhodné rozpdti zébéru od jevir



