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sa stdva Mendelova HidZra monografiou
medzindrodnej drovne.

Dovody st iné. Autorovi sa v tejto knihe
podarilo to, ¢o dokaze len méloktory bada-
tel: venovat sa tak komplexnému javu akym
je hidZra a naboZenskd emigracia v islame,
pojat vSetky zasadné aspekty tohto javu, ilu-
strovat to na mnohych prikladoch, no zéro-
veli to podat tak, aby to bolo zrozumitelné,
ba dokonca ,,chutné” itanie pre pomerne $i-
roky okruh citatelov. Pre religionistov, his-
torikov, islamol6égov, antropolégov, geo-
grafov. To je vskutku narocnd pozicia.
Samozrejme mozno to je len mojim subjek-
tivnym Citatelskym zaZitkom, kedZe Men-
del pri spracovani HidZry uplatnil a kom-
binoval prave pristupy tych vedeckych
odborov, ktoré st mi blizke a to nielen od-
borne ale aj osobne: islamolégiu, religionis-
tiku, histériu a geografiu naboZenstva. To
som si zacal uvedomovat po precitani asi pr-
vej tretiny knihy a aby som zachoval nelah-
ku nezaujatost recenzenta som sa pokusil ¢i-
tat zbytok textu z viac vyhranenych pozicii:
chvilu vylu¢ne ako islamoldg, potom zas
ako religionista, napokon ak historik a ko-
ne¢ne ako geograf naboZenstva. Nebolo to
lahké, no musim povedat, Ze to bolo pravym
intelektudlnym dobrodruZstvom. A ¢o bolo
mozno eSte obdivuhodnejSie text ani v jed-
nej z vysSie spominanych rovinach citania
nestrécal zo svojej hibky a informativnosti.
Jednd sa teda o skuto¢né multidisciplindrne
spracovanie témy a tento v mnohych pra-
cach tak Casto spominany pojem nezostava
v Cisto deklarativnej rovine. Takyto pristup
je isteze potrebny ved jedine tak je mozné
spracovat tento jav v celej jeho Sirke.

Mendelovi knihy sa vo v§eobecnosti vy-
znacuju popri odbornej naro¢nosti aj dobre
CitateInym Stylom, o je samo o sebe vzac-
nou kombindciou. HidZra aj v tomto smere
spliia o¢akavanie.

HidZra je teda skuto¢ne velmi podarenou
knihou, ba dokonca by som ju mohol ozna-
Cit za jednu z najlepSich z pomedzi auto-
rovymi publikdciami. Prave preto sa nesmi-
erne tazko v iom hladaji mozné nedostatky
a nepresnosti, teda vlastne také sa mi ani
nepodarilo ndjst. Co by som predsa len kni-
he mohol vytknit to st len mozné dalSie
smery akymi by sa dala téma rozvinuit. Mys-

lim tym napriklad mozné detailnejsi popis
hidzry v kontexte isméd“ilije a jeho frakcif,
alebo podrobnejsie rozvinutie vztahu hidzry
a hadzdzd v islame. Nie Ze by tie témy ne-
boli v texte dostato¢ne vysvetlené, isteZe su,
len moZno ja by som sa o tych témach rad
dozvedel eSte viacej. Samozrejme kazda
kniha musi mat svoje hranice a HidZra aj tak
je skoro Styristo strdnkovou objemnou mo-
nografiou. Zostava dodat na zaver len tolko,
Ze keby niekto chcel precitat narocnu a vy-
Cerpavajucu no zarovenl dobre Citatelnd
a prijemnu knihu z okruhu islamu so silnym
multidisciplindirnym rozmerom, nendjde
v sticasnej Cesko-slovenskej kniZnej ponuke
lepSieho kandidita ako prave Mendelovu
Hidzru.
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Richard Hughes Seager,
Encountering the Dharma:
Daisaku Ikeda,

Soka Gakkai,

and the Globalization

of Buddhist Humanism,

Berkeley — Los Angeles

— London: University

of California Press 2006, 245 p.
ISBN 978-0-520-24577-8.

With a membership of more than eight
million households the Soka Gakkai or “Va-
lue-Creation Society” is considered to-
day’s largest new religious movement
(NRM) in Japan, next to Kofuku-no-Kaga-
ku (“Happy Science”). Founded in Novem-
ber 1930 as Soka Kyoiku Gakkai (“Value-
Creation Education Society”), an offshoot
of Nichiren Shoshii, by Makiguchi Tsunesa-
burd (1871-1944), the movement has quick-
ly advanced nationally (under Toda Josei,
1900-1958) and internationally (under Ikeda
Daisaku, b. 1928) to become a world-en-
compassing Buddhist network with — accor-



11s @

Recenze

ding to the website of Soka Gakkai Interna-
tional — affiliations in around 190 countries.
However, despite its vast charitable efforts
Soka Gakkai is not without controversy.
This is mainly due to the movement’s im-
portunate proselytizing methods and parti-
cularly its continuing strong ties with the
political spin-off referred to as Komeitd,
even though Soka Gakkai cut off any orga-
nizational entwinement with Komeitd as
early as 1970. Still, most political officials
of the highly successful Komeitd are at the
same time members of Soka Gakkai as is the
majority of its voters. Whilst critics regular-
ly point to Article 20 of the Japanese Con-
stitution (guaranteeing that no religious or-
ganization shall receive any privileges from
the State, nor exercise any political authori-
ty) to denounce Komeito as unconstitutional
in character, supporters and Komeito poli-
ticians use exactly the same paragraph to
indicate that religious citizens are allowed
by Constitutional law to engage in political
activities as long as there happens to be
a clear-cut distinction between “political
party” and “religious organization” (which
is actually given since 1970 in the case of
Komeitd and Soka Gakkai).

Not alone its involvement in Japanese
domestic politics makes Soka Gakkai a fas-
cinating object of investigation for scholars
of Religious Studies. Beyond that, it is of
course the movement’s eminent size and in-
ternational entanglement why it has been
periodically studied by Western academics,
mostly in terms of its social, political and
historical dimension. The present mono-
graph is the most recent publication dealing
with Japan’s most influential NRM, the
Soka Gakkai. The author Richard Hughes
Seager is Professor of Religious Studies at
Hamilton College in Clinton, New York. His
research focuses on the religious plurality of
the United States with an emphasis on trans-
migrated Asian religions. Seager authored
The World’s Parliament of Religions: The
East/West Encounter, Chicago 1893 (Bloo-
mington: Indiana University Press 1995)
and Buddhism in America (New York: Co-
lumbia University Press 1999).

In Romanization of Japanese the author
consistently uses the Hepburn-system omit-

ting macrons. He does not include any (aux-
iliary) Kanji, neither in the body text nor the
short glossary (p. 223-226) at the end of the
book. What is more, the glossary solely con-
tains a few major terms, missing out a certa-
in number of used Japanese expressions.
Apart from that, formal rules are well im-
plemented and the writing flows surprising-
ly refreshing throughout the whole study.

The back cover promises an “engaging,
deeply personal book” offering “a rare insi-
der’s look” at Soka Gakkai. Seager even ad-
mits that he has “been concerned with deve-
loping a strong and engaging narrative”,
nonetheless he “consider[s] this an acade-
mic book” (p. xiii). The time of his research
on Soka Gakkai was visibly overshadowed
by the death of his wife why Seager notes in
his introductory remarks: “Ann’s death be-
came so inextricably related to my encoun-
ter with Ikeda and the Soka Gakkai that
I felt as though I could not write this book
without reference to it ...” (p. xiii). Indeed,
the study is personal to the core; occasional-
ly the cadences of his prose are a little bit
too emotional for my part. During the first
chapters, the reader encounters a seemingly
distressed and desperate man — reiterating
his agony and pain due to his wife’s sudden
death, which is quite unusual for a scholarly
treatise — who in the course of the book ex-
periences a kind of spiritual conversion that
eventually frees him from his torment. An
initially skeptical and incredulous Seager
changes into a pleased and astonished admi-
rer, primarily highlighting the many positive
accomplishments of Soka Gakkai and Ikeda
Daisaku in particular. Standard scientific
narratives on Soka Gakkai dealing with
mainly sociological and historical issues al-
ternate with personal impressions, feelings
and thoughts, which appear way too fre-
quent. Accordingly, the overall academic
output falls somewhat behind. Bit by bit, the
study seems to stress the master-disciple
(i.e., Ikeda Daisaku-members) relationship
within Soka Gakkai Seager; thereby pictur-
ing and reflecting on individual approaches
to Ikeda and Soka Gakkai members around
the globe.

The work consists of nine main chapters,
some acknowledgments (p. ix-x), a preface
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(p- xi-xv), notes (p. 213-222), a glossary,
a bibliography (p. 227-232) and an index
(p- 233-245). Chapter 1 literally covers the
author’s first contact with Japanese culture
and Ikeda, giving a glimpse of Seager’s per-
sistent bafflement (p. 1-20). In chapter 2 the
author discusses the beginnings of the mo-
vement, reflecting on Makiguchi Tsunesa-
burd, the founder of Soka Gakkai (p. 21-41).
The following chapter is an account on the
second shiny figure of Soka Gakkai, Toda
Josei, who was the mastermind behind the
brilliant success story of the movement du-
ring the first decade of post-world war II Ja-
pan (p. 42-64). The next section entitled
“Rising Star” is programmatic (p. 65-85). It
deals with the early Ikeda and his disciple-
hood under Toda. Chapter 5 basically con-
centrates on the first years of Ikeda’s presi-
dency (p. 86-113), whereas chapter 6
includes an account on the author’s second
get-together with Ikeda, and the period bet-
ween 1970 to the excommunication of Soka
Gakkai by Nichiren Shoshti in 1991 (p. 114-
140). In the following two sections (p. 141-
170, 171-201) we learn about Soka Gak-
kai’s way of adapting its doctrine to
different cultural settings, exemplified by
the author through the United States, Singa-
pore and Brazil. The last chapter concludes
with a complaisant recapitulation (p. 202-
211). Finally, Seager highly praises Soka
Gakkai for its many achievements and ap-
peals for less suspicion towards the move-
ment: “I think it is also time to cease being
overly intrigued by the Soka Gakkai’s histo-
ry of controversy. ... Through the skill of its
leaders and the dedication of its members, it
has become a formidable and, I think, quite
admirable network of creative and producti-
ve institutions ...” (p. 209-210).

In earnest, the study offers an enthralling
personal view, loosely set within an acade-
mic framework. It might be called “truly hu-
mane scholarship” (see the back cover), ho-
wever, it is ultimately unbalanced. In fact, it
seems even biased due the obvious sympat-
hy the author undeniably has for his object
of investigation. In my opinion serious/aca-
demic scholarship has to remain prosaic, un-
biased and matter-of-fact. Moreover, even if
Seager is merely intrigued by the sociologi-

cal and historical impact of Soka Gakkai he
nevertheless ought to discuss the underlying
worldview or doctrine, which eventually
sets the foundation for the practical context.
He clearly misses that. What is more, he do-
es not provide detailed information on the
recent development of the movement, nor
does he sufficiently discuss the political di-
mension of Soka Gakkai. To sum it up, En-
countering the Dharma is definitely not the
first choice for someone new on the spot.
But it serves as a stimulating additional rea-
ding — a kind of eye-witness account which
reads like a novel or rather a field report —
for those already familiar with the issue.

LUKAS POKORNY

Martin Farek, Hnuti Haré
Krsna: Institucionalizace
alternativniho nabozZenstvi,

Praha: Karolinum 2008, 208 s.
ISBN 978-80-246-1579-0.

Ackoliv se religionistické a sociologické
studium nabozenstvi zdarné rozviji a v po-
slednich letech se objevily publikace doma-
cich autor(, ktefi se vénuji tématu netradic¢-
ni religiozity a novych ndboZenstvi, takto
zaméfenych odbornych textt je stile nedo-
statek. I proto Ize pfivitat publikaci Martina
Farka Hnuti Haré Krsna s podtitulem, ktery
zeji vymezuje faktické zaméfeni textu na
otdzku institucionalizace tohoto naboZen-
ského hnuti. Farek timto textem, ktery je je-
ho upravenou doktorskou praci, navazuje na
svoji pfedchozi knihu Haré Krsna v zdpad-
nim svete: Setkdni dvou myslenkovych tra-
dic (Pardubice: Univerzita Pardubice 2004),
kterou ukoncil své magisterské studium.
Z uvedeného je zfejmé, Ze ,.krSnovské™ té-
ma je autorovou specializaci, coz lze jisté
hodnotit pozitivné, nebot specializace mizZe
byt pfedpokladem hlubsich odbornych ana-
lyz. Muze vSak mit i druhou stranku, totiz
nezohlediiovani SirSich souvislosti, prede-
v8§im teoretickych a metodologickych.



