Dédinov3, Tereza

[Editorial]

Bohemica litteraria. 2015, vol. 18, iss. 2, pp. [5]-8

ISSN 1213-2144 (print); ISSN 2336-4394 (online)

Stable URL (handle): https://hdl.handle.net/11222.digilib/134999
Access Date: 16. 02. 2024
Version: 20220831

Terms of use: Digital Library of the Faculty of Arts, Masaryk University provides access to
digitized documents strictly for personal use, unless otherwise specified.

Masarykova univerzita Digital Library of the Faculty of Arts,
Filozoficka fakulta . .
Masaryk University

N
T S digilib.phil.muni.cz

Mmu
AR


https://hdl.handle.net/11222.digilib/134999

Dear readers,

The texts in the present volume explore fantastic literature written by mostly
non-Czech authors who discuss relevance of fictional texts dealing with themes
from other than the present reality.

This detachment from our present state of things enables these texts to reveal
many relevant insights pertaining to our own times and the authors of the es-
says, presented in this collection, analyse and explore some of them.

One of the central themes of science fiction is the future of our society and
humankind in general, specifically the way the current trends are shaping up
future reality and technological progress will inevitably change the most fun-
damental nature of humanity. Three out of the seven essays are concerned with
the theme of the future: Miroslav Kotasek discusses the relationship of science
fiction and time, in particular the future, and Natalia Chumarova analyses the
influence of the famous 1957 novel by Ivan Efremov Andromeda Nebula on the
future development of the science fiction in the Soviet Union, focusing on how
future is depicted in these novels. Last but not least, Mariusz Marszalski uses
the example of Dan Simmons’s science fiction series Hyperion Cantos to show
that people will have to learn to respect and accept difference in the fictional
world of the far away future which will see a part of humankind undergo a cru-
cial ontological transformation.

Posthumanism also lies at the centre of Dale Knickerbocker’s study which is
an exploration of the zombie phenomenon with a focus on what its popularity
and continuous transformations have to say about our contemporary society.

In his paper Marek Oziewicz turns his attention to the present and, more spe-
cifically, to child psychology. His study is an analysis of three fictional texts of
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Neil Gaiman. In all three of these texts the child protagonist dreams about his
or her parents being exchanged for their better versions only to realize treach-
erousness of such a wish after it has been granted to them and Oziewicz suc-
cessfully shows how this process contributes to the emotional and psychologi-
cal development of young readers.

Daryia Khokhel compares the out-of-body experiences in fantastic worlds of
Susanna Clark and Halyna Pahutiak, focusing on how they are depicted in both
novels. Tereza Dédinova examines the relationship between the degree of inte-
gration of the fantastic element in the fictional world of a novel and the autho-
rial purpose which this element serves in the text.

And what is the connection between all these studies and the Czech litera-
ture? First of all, many of the novels discussed here have been translated into
Czech and gained much respect from the Czech readers (e.g. the fiction of Neil
Gaiman, Dan Simmons, Susanna Clark’s Jonathan Strange & pan Norrell, Ursula
K. Le Guin’s Left Hand of Darkness etc.), but — more importantly — the questions,
asked by these studies, are of interest to literature written in any language,
country of origin or genre.
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VazZeni ¢tendari,

studie obsazené v tomto ¢isle zkoumaji zahrani¢ni fantastickou literaturu a uva-
zuji nad vypovédni hodnotou uméleckych textt zachdzejicich s motivy vymyka-
jicimi se zkusenosti aktualniho / skute¢ného svéta.

Ptes, nebo spise pravé diky odstupu od prozivané reality nabizeji tato dila
tadu podnétia dotykajicich se nageho svéta, z nichz nékteré rozebiraji autoti zde
uvefejnénych studii.

Velkym tématem science fiction literatury je budouci podoba svéta a lidstva
samotného, to, k ¢emu mohou vést dobové tendence a jak technologicky vyvoj
proméni nejvlastnéjsi podobu ¢lovéka. Tématu budoucnosti se tzce tykaji tfi ze
sedmi studii: Miroslav Kotdsek se zamétuje na vztah science fiction a ¢asu, pre-
devsim budoucnosti, Natalia Chumarova analyzuje vliv slavného romanu Ivana
Jefremova Mlhovina v Andromedé (1957) na vyvoj sovétské science fiction a opét
na jeji zobrazeni budoucnosti, Mariusz Marszalski na ptikladu romédnového
cyklu Kantos Hyperionu Dana Simmonse ukazuje, jak se lidé potfebuji naucit
tolerovat a pfijimat odli$nost ve fik¢nim svété vzdalené budoucnosti, v némz
¢ast lidstva projde zasadni ontologickou proménou.

Posthumanismus je také nidmétem ptispévku Dalea Knickerbockera, ktery
analyzuje fenomén ozivlych mrtvych z hlediska toho, co jejich obliba a promény
v populdrni kultufe vypovidaji o stavu spole¢nosti.

Marek Oziewicz na rozboru t#i textd s détskym hrdinou Neila Gaimana pou-
kazuje na to, jak détské snéni o vyméné vlastnich rodi¢a za néjaké 1épe vyhovu-
jici a pochopeni zrddnosti této touhy prostfednictvim p#ibéhd, v nichz se toto
pfani protagonistim vyplni, pfispivaji k emocénimu a psychologickému vyvoji
mladych ¢tenara.
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Daryia Khokhel srovnava mimotélni zkuSenosti ve fantasy svétech Susanny
Clarkové a Halyny Pahutiakové se zvlastnim ohledem na zpiisob, jakym jsou
v danych textech popisovany. Tereza Dédinova zkouma vztah mezi mirou zacle-
néni fantastického prvku do fikéniho svéta dila a zdmérem, ktery fantasti¢no
v daném textu naplnuje.

A jaky je vztah toho vseho k ¢eské literatute? Minimalné dvoji: nemaélo z dél,
o kterych se zde pise, bylo prelozeno do ¢estiny a ziskalo si uznani mezi ¢eskymi
¢tendti (dila Neila Gaimana, Dana Simmonse, Jonathan Strange & pan Norrell
Susanny Clarkové, Levd ruka tmy Ursuly K. Le Guinové a dalsi), predevsim vsak
otazky, které zde zaznivaji, zajimaji literaturu bez ohledu na jazykové a zemé-
pisné hranice i zanr.

Tereza Dédinovd
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