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HISTORICAL SOURCES JUST ONE CLICK AWAY

In early December 2014, an international workshop entitled “Historical
Sources Just One Click Away. The Issue of Digital Editions and Accessing
Historical Sources in Virtual Space” took place on the initiative of the De-
partment of Auxiliary Historical Sciences and Archive Studies at the Fac-
ulty of Arts at Masaryk University in Brno.! The initial aim was not the
preparation of a publication, but a vital discussion of the possibilities of
accessing historical sources and of the benefits and limitations which mod-
ern technologies bring to this field. It was not a random choice, since some
traditional editorial projects have found themselves at the crossroads. This
also applies to the oldest project established at the Department of Auxiliary
Historical Sciences and Archive Studies in Brno — Codex diplomaticus et
epistolaris regni Bohemiae (CDB). As shown in the introductory contribu-
tion of this issue by Lukas Fiihrer and Dalibor Havel, in addition to some
methodological shifts, there has emerged an opportunity of on-line editorial
access. In future this could also be associated with the brand new virtual
editorial and work environment. The debate with colleagues from some for-
eign institutions and established editorial and digital projects (eg. Clemens
Radl — Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Munich; Andreas Kuczera — Re-
gesta Imperii, Mainz; Georg Vogeler — Austrian Centre for Digital Humani-
ties, Graz; Thomas Aigner — Icarus, St. Polten) has been crucial in deciding
on the future orientation of CDB.

However, CDB is not the only publishing project of the Department of
Auxiliary Historical Sciences and Archive Studies at the Faculty of Arts of
Masaryk University in Brno. Another fully established project is the Reges-
ta Imperii Branch Office Brno — The Charters of Emperor Sigismund. Its
members have also participated in work on the database Regesta Imperii
on-line in relation to the re-edition of abstracts of Emperor Sigismund’s

Alzbeta Vicianova reported on the workshop, cf. Vicianova, Alzbeta: Me-
dzinarodny workshop o digitalnom vydavani edicii [The International Workshop on
Publishing Editions Digitally]. Archivni ¢asopis 65, 2015, s. 276-279.
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charters and letters. Peter Elbel points out in his contribution some of the
pitfalls associated with the use of this database. However, the discussion
has not been limited to just medieval studies. The workplace “Early Mod-
ern Studies. Diplomatics — Administration — Sources” has been established
at the Department of Auxiliary Historical Sciences and Archive Studies at
the Faculty of Arts of Masaryk University in 2014. During the workshop,
the head of the workplace Zbynék Svitak presented his aim to prepare the
digital edition of early modern normative regulations. It might benefit, with
regard to the nature of selected sources, from the use of an on-line edition
of digital images with high-quality metadata. The same applies in the case
of accessing patents of arms and illuminated charters in general. Even the
best edition and verbal description is not able to replace images of illu-
minated parts of documents. Andreas Zajic and Markus Gneil3 point this
out in their contribution presenting the project Illuminierte Urkunden als
“Gesamtkunstwerk”. A detailed technical solution based on the experience
of the Hungarian National Archives was presented by Krisztina Arany and
Anton Avar, who describe the database of patent of arms of the National
Archives of Hungary and its digital accessibility. The last contribution by
Eva Richtrova presents a digitalization project concerning the documents
from a significant Benedictine monastery in Rajhrad.

Although not all participants contributed to this issue, there is a repre-
sentative selection of projects aimed at making historical sources accessible
on-line. It might seem unreasonable to try to capture the discussion on such
a dynamic topic, as are digital technologies and their use in editorial work,
on paper. However, the power cut during the second day of the workshop
clearly showed that printed outputs still have their place next to digital ones.

% sk ok

V prvnich prosincovych dnech roku 2014 se z iniciativy Ustavu pomoc-
nych véd historickych a archivnictvi (UPVHaA) uskutecnilo na Filozofic-
ké fakult¢ Masarykovy univerzity (FF MU) v Brn¢ mezinarodni pracovni
setkani pod ndzvem Historical Sources Just One Click Away. The Issue of
Digital Editions and Accessing Historical Sources in Virtual Space.? Pu-
vodnim zamérem nebylo pfipravit publikaci, ale skutecné ziveé diskutovat
0 moznostech zptistupnovani historickych prament, o vyhodach a limitech,
které do této oblasti vnaseji moderni technologie. Nebyla to volba nahod-
na, nebot’ n€které tradicni edi¢ni podniky se ocitly na rozcesti. Tyka se to

Zpravu o workshopu podala Vicianova, Alzbeta: Medzinarodny workshop
o digitalnom vydavani edicii. Archivni ¢asopis 65, 2015, s. 276-279.
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i nejstarSiho edicniho podniku ukotveného na brnénském pracovisti — Ces-
kého diplomataie. Jak ukazuje uvodni prispévek tohoto ¢isla z pera Lukase
Fiihrera a Dalibora Havla, vedle ur¢itych metodickych posunti se otevira
moznost i on-line edi¢niho zptistupnéni. To by mohlo byt do budoucna spo-
jeno i ze zcela novym virtualnim edi¢nim a pracovnim prostiedim. Praveé
debata s kolegy ze zahrani¢nich pracovist’ a etablovanych edi¢nich a digi-
taliza¢nich podnikti (napt. Clemens Radl — Monumenta Germaniae Histo-
rica, Mnichov; Andreas Kuczera — Regesta Imperii, Mohu¢; Georg Vogeler
— Austrian Centre for Digital Humanities, Graz; Thomas Aigner — Icarus,
St. Polten) je jednim z kli¢i k rozhodnuti o dal§im sméfovani Ceského
diplomatafe.

CDB ale neni jedinym edi¢nim podnikem UPVHaA FF MU v Brng. Své
pevné misto zde jiz ma i pobocka Regest Imperii-Listiny cisafe Zikmunda.
Ta se v souvislosti se zpracovanim regestt listin a listll cisafe Zikmunda
zapojuje do prace na databazi Regesta imperii on-line. Na néktera tskali
spojena s vyuzivanim tohoto néstroje poukazuje ve svém ptispévku Petr El-
bel. Debata ovSem nezistala omezena pouze na medievistiku. O roku 2014
je na UPVHaA FF MU ziizeno pracovi§té Novovéka studia. Diplomatika
— sprava — prameny. Jeho vedouci Zbyn¢k Svitak prezentoval na worksho-
pu zamér edi¢niho zptistupnéni rané novovekych normativnich nafizeni,
pro néz se s ohledem na jejich charakter jevi jako velmi vhodné vyuziti
moznosti edice digitalniho obrazu s kvalitnimi metadaty. Obdobn¢ je tomu
v piipad¢ zptistupiiovani erbovnich listin ¢i iluminovanych listin viibec.
Sebelepsi edice a slovni popis neni schopné nahradit vyobrazeni ilumino-
vanych casti pisemnosti. Na to ostatn¢ upozoriuji Andreas Zajic a Markus
Gneill ve svém prispévku prezentujicim projekt /lluminierte Urkunden als
,, Gesamtkunstwerk . Podrobné technické feSeni nabizeji na zakladé zkuse-
nosti Mad’arského narodniho archivu Krisztina Arany a Anton Avar, ktefi
popisuji databazi erbovnich listin mad’arského narodniho archivu a jeji di-
gitalni zpristupnéni. Paletu ptispévki uzavira Eva Richtrova svym predsta-
veni digitaliza¢niho projektu, ktery se tyka pisemnosti vyznamného bene-
diktinského opatstvi v Rajhradé.

Zdaleka ne vsichni diskutujici ptispéli do tohoto cisla, ptesto vSak mame
pred sebou reprezentativni vybér projektti zamérenych na zptistupiiovani
historickych prameni on-line. Mohlo by se snad zdat posetilé pokusit se
na papife zachytit diskuzi o tak dynamickém tématu, jakym jsou digitalni
technologie a jejich vyuziti pii edi¢ni praci. Vypadek elekttiny druhy den
workshopu vSak jasn¢ ukézal, Ze klasické tisténé vystupy maji vedle digi-
talnich stale svij smysl.






