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Keltové a Germani - teze a obrazy

Celts and Germans - theses and images

Vladimir Salaé

Clanek ptipisuji své Zené Helené, ktera zabranila jeho smazani s odGvodnénim - ,kone¢né néco stru¢ného”.

1. Soudi se, Ze v mladsi dobé Zelezné Zili ve stiedni Evropé Keltové a Germani.
1.1. Keltové sidlili severné od Alp, severné od Keltt Zili Germani (obr. 1).

Na Kelty i Germany se hledi jako na etnika.

Existuje mnoho definic etnika. Zadna neni obecné platnd a uznavana. Nikdo presné nevi, co

to etnikum je a jak objektivné urcit, kdo k nému naleZi a kdo ne.

4. Presto (pravé proto) existuje mnoho metod, jak prislusnost k etniku stanovit. Panuje pfitom

ocekavani, Ze plati, ¢im propracovanéjsi a podrobnéjsi metoda je, tim vétsi je Sance stanovit

objektivni pravidla pro prislusnost k etniku (obr. 2).
5. Archeologické prameny nejsou nositeli etnicity.

5.1.  Pfesto archeologové rozlisuji Kelty a Germdny dle archeologickych ndlezi.
6. O etnicité mohou informovat pouze pisemné prameny.

6.1. Antické pisemné prameny informuji o etnicité vyjimecné.

6.2. Etnicita opirajici se o antické pisemné prameny je zpravidla interpretaci novovékych

badatelu.

7. Archeologové obvykle zkoumaji a interpretuji Kelty a Germdny jakozto etnika, nebot

doufaji, Ze kombinaci archeologickych a pisemnych prament je mozné etnikum urcit.

7.1.  Archeologové prisuzuji Keltim jednu kulturu, ale Germdntm kultur a kulturnich sku-

pin nékolik (obr. 3).
7.2. Teze 7.1. doklada tezi 5.

8. Archeologové, stejné jako historikové, lingvisté a dalsi badatelé spoléhaji pfi urcovani etnicity

Kelthi a Germant na antické pisemné prameny.

8.1. Primo ¢i nepiimo tak predpokladaji, Ze anticti autori na rozdil od dnesnich védcu vé-

deli, co etnikum je, a dokdzali etnicitu lidi stanovit. Casto i na ddlku v oblastech, které

nikdy nenavstivili.

9. Prejimani ndzvl skupin obyvatel a jejich etnickych interpretaci od antickych autort proka-

zuje, Ze badatelé riznych obort primo ¢i nepfimo usuzuji, Ze ti uvazovali obdobné jako my

dnes (obr. 4).
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12.

13.

14.

15.

9.1.  V neposledni fadé tim maji za to, Ze se anticti autofi o etnicitu obyvatel stredni Evropy
v mladsi dobé Zelezné zajimali.
9.1.1. Mezi historiky starovéku pievaZuje ndzor, Ze redlnd etnicita obyvatelstva stied-
ni Evropy antické autory zpravidla nezajimala.
Umélci, filozofové i védci raznych obortt mnohdy pochybuji o podstaté véci, jeva i riznych
tvrzeni, a proto diskutuji jejich smysl a vyznam (obr. 5).
Archeologové o vyznamu a smyslu pojmua Keltové a Germani zpravidla nediskutuji (obr. 6).
Nejen archeologové doufaji, Ze plati, Ze ¢im je pisemny pramen starsi, tim 1épe umoznuje
poznat pocitky Keltt a Germdnda.
Nejstarsi dochovany pisemny pramen zminujici Kelty piredstavuji zlomky tfi vét Hekataia
Milétského, sepsané okolo roku 500 pt. Kr.
13.1. Kelty pred Hekataiem nelze prokazat, pouze predpokladat.

13.2. Vyznam pojmu Keltové neni u Hekataia ziejmy. Nelze doloZit, Ze oznacuje etni-
kum.

13.3. Hekataios zminuje Kelty pfi francouzském pobieZi Stredozemniho more, jeho udaje
nijak nedoklddajf jejich pritomnost ve stiedni Evropé¢.

13.4. Za nejstarsi informaci o Keltech ve stfedni Evropé se povazuje Hérodotova zminka, zZe
Dunaj prameni v zemi Keltii, zaznamenand po r. 450 pr. Kr.

18.5. Hérodotos ovsem zdroven tvrdi, Ze Keltové Ziji za Héraklovymi sloupy (Gibraltar)
a sousedi s nejzapadnéjsim evropskym lidem, Kynésii.

13.6. Neni zi'ejmé, zda Hérodotos véd¢l, kde Dunaj prament.

13.7. Hérodotova zprava nemiiZe byt dokladem pritomnosti Keltd ve stfedni Evropé
v 5. stol. pt. Kr.

13.8. Nelze prokdzat, ze vyraz Keltové oznacoval u antickych autora vidy totéz jediné etni-
kum.

Existence jediného etnika Keltd ve stfedni Evropé jizné od evropského stfedohoii v péti
poslednich staletich starého letopoctu je interpreta¢nim pidanim archeologt, historiki staro-
véku, lingvistt, pripadné badateld dalsich obort.

14.1. Keltové v archeologické literatufe jsou vytvorem archeologti.

Nejstarsi jisty dochovany pisemny pramen zpravujici o Germanech jsou Zapisky o valce gal-
ské G. J. Caesara, dokoncené v zimé 52/51 pt. Kr.

15.1. Germdny pifed Caesarem nelze prokazat, pouze predpokladat.

15.2. Caesar oznacil obyvatele stfedni Evropy za Germany. Anticky svét je do té doby pova-
Zoval za Kelty (obr. 7).

15.2.1.  Caesar tak ucinil z osobnich politickych davod.
15.2.2. 'V dobé vzniku Zapiskd nedoslo ve stiedni Evropé k vyméné obyvatelstva.

15.3. Diky Caesarové autorit¢ pojmenovani Germadni pro obyvatele stiedni Evropy v antic-
kém svété zdomacnélo. Germani se v ném stali socialni realitou.
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15.4. Dle historikt starovéku obyvatelé stfedni Evropy v mladsi dobé Zelezné a v dobé rim-
ské naopak pojmenovani Germdni za své nikdy nepftijali, v tomto prostoru se tedy
socidlni realitou nestali.

15.5. Od 3. stol. po Kr. prestali anti¢ti autoii oznac¢eni Germdni pro souvéké obyvatelstvo
stfedni Evropy pouZivat.

15.5.1. Ve 3. stoleti po Kr. nedoslo ve stfedni Evropé k vyméné obyvatelstva.

15.6. Teze 15.2. - 15.5. doklddaji, Ze pojem Germani nemé¢l ve staletich okolo zmény leto-
poctu etnicky vyznam.

15.7. Obyvatelé stfedni Evropy se nikdy necitili byt Germdny. Od 3. stoleti je za Germdny
nepovazovali ani Rimané. Germani v obdobich mladsich nez 3. stoleti jsou tudiZ vy-
hradné interpreta¢nim konstruktem novovékych badateld (obr. 8).

Existence jediného etnika Germdnu ve stfedni Evropé v 1. stoleti pr. Kr. a ve staletich na-

sledujicich je interpretacnim pianim archeologu, historiki starovéku, lingvistd, piipadné

badatelu dal$ich oboru.

Prameny pro poznavani Keltd a Germdnt jsou riznorodé (pisemné, hmotné, jazykové atd.)

a ze své podstaty vzdjemné¢ nepropojitelné (nekompatibilni).

17.1. Pripominaji sklddacky (puzzles) s odli§né tvarovanymi dilky (obr. 9).

VSechny prameny jsou neuplné.

Presto je snahou archeologt a dalsich badateltt kombinaci dochovanych zlomkl rdznoro-

dych pramenu dolozit keltské ¢i germanské etnikum ve staletich okolo zmény letopoctu ve

stfedni Evropé. Vznikaji rizné definice a rekonstrukce Keltd a Germdnu. ProtoZe v§ak neni

ziejmé, co etnikum vlastné je, nelze urcit, které resenti je spravné (obr. 10).

19.1. NepomuZe ani ve spolecenskych véddch aktualné prevazujici nazor, Ze pro urceni et-
nicity je rozhodujici, jak se lidé sami citi a za koho se povazuji. Tato oblast socidlniho
svéta je pro nas nepristupnd, protoze Keltové ani Germdni po sobé nezanechali roz-
sahlejsi pisemné pamatky.

Keltové a Germani jsou oznaceni antického svéta pro populace sidlici severné od Alp. Vznik-

la bez ohledu na jejich vlastni citéni, jazyk a materidlni kulturu.

20.1. Keltové a Germani predstavovali v antickém svété realitu, nikoliv vSak realitu fyzickou,
ale socialni.

20.2. Tato realita neméla etnicky obsah v dneSnim slova smyslu.

Protoze je etnicita Kelth a Germadni, stejné jako vSechny ostatni etnicity, realitou socidlni,

nelze ji zkoumat pomoci piirodnich véd.

21.1. Pfi urcovani etnicity tedy nelze oc¢ekdvat pomoc od archeogenetiky.

Dnes oznacuji pojmy Keltové a Germdni vice ¢i méné odliSné socidlni reality v socidl-

nich skupindch historikli, archeologt, jazykovédct a dalsich védeckych komunit, ale

i laické verejnosti a jejich jednotlivych uskupeni napf. dle vzdélani, zajmud, ndrodnosti

apod.

Pojmy Keltové a Germani neoznacovaly a neoznacuji etnika v jejich soucasném chdpdni.
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Archeologové, historikové a lingvisté se bez pojmi Keltové a Germani presto neobejdou,
nebot oznacuji socialni reality v dobdch a na dzemich, které zkoumaji.

Keltové a Germani v archeologickych textech jsou myslenkové konstrukty archeologti, v his-
torickych textech konstrukty historikd, v lingvistickych textech konstrukty lingvisti apod.

25.1. Tyto konstrukty jsou odliSné, protoZze spocivaji na odliSnych metodickych zdkladech.
Keltové a Germadni vytvoreni archeology, historiky, lingvisty a dalS$imi badateli jsou
odlisni (obr. 11).

Obecné pojmy Keltové a Germdni se obvykle chdpou jako syntézy sloZené z obsaht dil¢ich

pojmu jednotlivych oboru. Takovouto syntézou ovsem vznikaji Metakeltové a Metagermani,

kteri nikdy neexistovali (obr. 12).

26.1. Bude nutné prozkoumat, zda se timto postupem nékdejsi realité priblizujeme ¢i vzda-
lujeme (obr. 8).

26.2. Metakeltové a Metagermdni se v ¢ase proménuji, nebot jsou odrazem dosazeného
stavu pozndni a aktudlniho stavu spolecnosti. Také oni jsou socialni realitou.

Slova Keltové, keltsky, Germdni, germansky v archeologii predstavuji archeologické terminy,

nikoliv etnicka urceni.

27.1. Ndépln téchto termind je nutné v tomto smyslu nové definovat, aby v archeologickém
diskursu opét nabyly interpretacni jednoznacnosti.

Protoze slova keltové a germani nejsou etnonymy, nemaji se psat s velkymi pocate¢nimi pis-

meny.'

Odlisné nazory neméni nic na platnosti tezi.

Teze vychazeji z jinych praci autora, v nichZ lze nalézt blizsi argumentaci a odkazy na dalsi

literaturu (zvlasté Salac 2020; tyZ 2023). Déle jsou volné inspirovany dily z raznych oboru (pie-
devsim Barth 1969; Berger — Luckmann 1966; Collis 2003; Kuhn 1962; Seebold 1986; Witigenstein
1922; Wolfram 2018).

1y

Tato teze plati pouze v jazycich, jejichz pravopis to umoznuje (bliZe viz Salac 2023).
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Celts and Germans - theses and images

It is assumed that the Celts and the Germans lived in Central Europe in the Late Iron Age.
1.1.  The Celts resided north of the Alps, while the Germans lived north of the Celts (fig. 1).
Both Celts and Germans are regarded as ethnic groups.

There are many definitions of an ethnic group; none is generally valid and accepted. No one
knows precisely what an ethnic group is and how to objectively determine who belongs to
one and who does not.

Despite that (precisely because of that) there are many methods of how to determine be-
longing to an ethnic group. There is an expectation that the more elaborate and detailed
a method is, the greater its chance to determine objective rules of belonging to an ethnic
group (fig. 2).

Archaeological sources are not bearers of ethnicity.

5.1. Despite that, archaeologists distinguish Celts and Germans based on archaeological
finds.

Only written sources can inform about ethnicity.

6.1. Ancient written sources inform about ethnicity exceptionally.

6.2. Ethnicity based on ancient written sources is usually an interpretation by modern
scholars.

Archaeologists usually examine and interpret the Celts and the Germans as ethnic groups
because they hope that an ethnic group can be determined using a combination of archaeo-
logical and written sources.

7.1.  Archaeologists ascribe a single culture to the Celts but multiple cultures and cultural
groups to the Germans (fig. 3).

7.2.  Thesis 7.1. substantiates Thesis 5.

Archaeologists, like historians, linguists and other scholars, rely on ancient written sources
when determining the ethnicity of the Celts and Germans.

8.1. They thus presume, directly or indirectly, that unlike present-day scientists, the ancient
authors knew what an ethnic group is and were able to determine the ethnicity of
people, often even over a long distance in regions they had never visited.

The adoption of the names of groups of inhabitants and their ethnic interpretations from

ancient authors proves that scholars in various disciplines directly or indirectly believe that

these authors thought similarly to the way we think today (fig. 4).

9.1.  Last but not least, they thus express a belief that the ancient authors were interested
in the ethnicity of the inhabitants of Central Europe in the Late Iron Age.

9.1.1.  The opinion that the real ethnicity of the population of Central Europe was
usually of little interest to ancient authors prevails among the historians of
Antiquity.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

Artists, philosophers and scientists in various disciplines often doubt the substance of things,
phenomena and various statements and, therefore, discuss their sense and meaning (fig. 5).

Archaeologists usually do not discuss the meaning and sense of the terms Celts and Ger-
mans (fig. 6).
Not only archaeologists believe that the earlier a written source, the more useful it is in the

effort to get to know the beginnings of the Celts and Germans.

The earliest preserved written source mentioning the Celts has the form of fragments of
three sentences written by Hecataeus of Miletus around 500 BC.

13.1. Before Hecataeus, the Celts cannot be proved, only presumed.

13.2. The meaning of the term Celts is not evident in Hecataeus. It cannot be proved that
it denotes an ethnic group.

13.3. Hecataeus mentions Celts along the present-day French coast of the Mediterranean
Sea; his information does not document their presence in Central Europe at all.

13.4. A mention by Herodotus that the Danube rises in the land of the Celts, recorded after
450 BC, is considered the earliest information about Celts in Central Europe.

13.5. At the same time, however, Herodotus claims that the Celts live beyond the Pillars of
Hercules (Gibraltar) and neighbour on the westernmost European people, the Cyn-
esii.

13.6. It is not evident whether Herodotus knew where the Danube rises.

13.7. Herodotus’s report cannot be evidence of the presence of the Celts in Central Europe
in the 5th century BC.

13.8. It cannot be proved that the term Celts always denoted one and the same ethnic group
in ancient authors.

The existence of a single ethnic group, the Celts, in Central Europe south of the central
European mountains (Mittelgebirge) in the last five centuries BC is an interpretive wish
of archaeologists, historians of Antiquity, linguists and possibly scholars in other disci-
plines.

14.1. The Celts in the archaeological literature are a creation of archaeologists.

The earliest certain preserved written source informing about the Germans is the Commen-
taries on the Gallic War by Julius Caesar completed in the winter of 52/51 BC.

15.1. Before Caesar, the Germans can be presumed but not proved.

15.2. Caesar called the inhabitants of Central Europe Germans. Until that time, the ancient
world had regarded them as the Celts (fig. 7).

15.2.1.  Caesar did so for his personal political reasons.

15.2.2. No exchange of population took place in Central Europe at the time the
Commentaries came into existence.

15.3. Due to Caesar’s authority, the name Germans took root in the ancient world for the
inhabitants of Central Europe. The Germans became a social reality in it.
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18.
19.

20.

21.

15.4. According to historians of Antiquity, the inhabitants of Central Europe never accept-
ed the name Germans in the Late Iron Age and the Roman Age; therefore, they never
became a social reality in this area.

15.5. From the 3rd century AD, ancient authors ceased to use the name Germans for the
contemporary inhabitants of Central Europe.

15.5.1.  No exchange of population took place in Central Europe in the 3rd century
AD (fig. 8).
15.6. Theses 15.2. - 15.5. document that the term Germans did not have an ethnic meaning
in the centuries near the turn of the eras.

15.7. The inhabitants of Central Europe never identified themselves as Germans. From the
3rd century, the Romans did not consider them Germans, either. Germans in periods
later than the 3rd century are therefore exclusively an interpretive construct of mod-
ern scholars.

The existence of a single ethnic group, the Germans, in Central Europe in the 1st century
BC and the subsequent centuries is an interpretive wish of archaeologists, historians of An-
tiquity, linguists and possibly scholars in other disciplines.

The sources used to gain information about the Celts and Germans are varied (written, ma-
terial, linguistic, etc.) and, by definition, mutually non-linkable (incompatible).

17.1. They resemble jigsaw puzzles with differently shaped pieces (fig. 9).
All the sources are incomplete.

Even so, archaeologists and other researchers endeavour to document a Celtic or Germanic
ethnic group in central Europe in the centuries near the turn of the eras by combining the
preserved fragments of the varied sources. This gives rise to various definitions and recon-
structions of Celts and Germans. Since it is not evident what an ethnic group actually is,
however, it cannot be determined which solution is correct (fig. 10).

19.1. The opinion currently predominant in the social sciences - that the decisive fac-
tor for the determination of ethnicity is how the people feel and how they identify
themselves - is not helpful, either. This sphere of the social world is inaccessible to
us because neither the Celts nor the Germans left any extensive written monuments.

The Celts and the Germans are terms the ancient world used for populations residing north
of the Alps. They came into existence regardless of their own feelings, language and mental
culture.

20.1. The Celts and the Germans represented reality in the ancient world, but it was a social
reality, not a physical one.

20.2. This reality did not have an ethnic content in the present-day meaning of the word.

Since the ethnicity of the Celts and Germans, like all other ethnicities, is a social reality, it
cannot be examined through natural sciences.

21.1. Therefore, no help in the determination of ethnicity can be expected from archaeoge-
netics.
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22. Today, the terms Celts and Germans denote more or less different social realities in the
social groups of historians, archaeologists, linguists and other scientific communities, as
well as among the lay public and its individual groupings according to education, interests,
nationalities, etc.

23. The terms Celts and Germans did not denote and do not denote ethnic groups as they are
understood today.

24. Despite that, archaeologists, historians and linguists cannot do without the terms Celts and
Germans because they denote social realities in the periods and territories they examine.

25. The Celts and the Germans in archaeological texts are mental constructs of archaeologists;
in historical texts, of historians; in linguistic texts, of linguists; etc.

25.1. These constructs are different because they are based on different methodological
foundations. The Celts and the Germans created by archaeologists, historians, lin-
guists and other scholars are different (fig. 11).

26. The generic terms Celts and Germans are usually understood as syntheses comprised of the
contents of the partial terms used in the individual disciplines. However, such synthesis cre-
ates Meta-Celts and Meta-Germans, who never existed (fig. 12).

26.1. It will be necessary to examine whether the use of this procedure gets us closer to, or
further from reality (fig. 8).

26.2. The Meta-Celts and Meta-Germans change over time, since they reflect the achieved
state of knowledge and the current condition of society. They also represent social
reality.

27. The words Celts, Celtic, Germans, Germanic in archaeology represent archaeological terms,
rather than ethnic designations.

27.1. In this sense, the content of these terms needs to be newly defined in order for them to
regain interpretation unambiguity in archaeological discourse.

28. Because the words “celts” and “germans” are not ethnonyms, they should not be capital-
ized.!

29. Different opinions change nothing about the validity of the theses.

The theses are based on other works by the present author that contain more detailed argumen-
tation and references to more literature (especially Salac 2020; 2023). Furthermore, they are
loosely inspired by works from various disciplines (above all Barth 1969; Berger — Luckmann 19606;
Collis 2003; Kuhn 1962; Seebold 1986; Wittgenstein 1922; Wolfram 2018). English by Milan Rydvan

1)  This thesis only applies to languages whose orthography enables it.
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Obr. 1. Uzemi Kelt(l a jejich sousedd v mladsi dobé Zelezné (dle Megaw a Megaw 1989)

Fig. 1. The territory of the Celts and their neighbours in the Late Iron Age (after Megaw and Megaw 1989)
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Obr. 2. Ptiklady zobrazeni zplsobd stanovovani etnicity souc¢asnych (Wimmer 2008, nahote) a minulych popu-
laci (Fernandez-Gétz 2009)

Fig. 2. Examples of the depiction of methods of determining the ethnicity of present (Wimmer 2008, top) and
past (Ferndndez-Gétz 2009) populations
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Latenekultar

Obr. 3. Ve staletich pfed zménou letopoctu se Keltdm pfipisuje laténska kultura, Germanim nékolik archeolo-
gickych kultur a skupin (dle Sicherl 2015)

Fig. 3. In the centuries before the turn of the eras, the Celts are attributed the La Téne culture and the Germans
several archaeological cultures and groups (after Sicherl 2015)

Obr. 4. Antickym autordm se ¢asto pfisuzuje nade dnesni uvazovani (vlevo Hekataios; vpravo Titus Livius)

Fig. 4. Ancient authors are often ascribed our present-day way of thinking (left: Hecataeus; right: Livy)
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LCeci nest nas une fufie.

Mogeide
Obr. 5. Zobrazeni dymky s napisem Toto neni dymka malife Magritta vybizi k diskusi o podstaté predmétd,
obraz({, slov a mnoha dal$ich faktd

Fig. 5. The depiction of a pipe with the statement This is not a pipe by René Magritte prompts a discussion on
the substance of objects, images, words and many other facts

Obr. 6. O podstaté pojmu Keltové (a Germani) diskutuji archeologové zfidka

Fig. 6. Archaeologists rarely discuss the substance of the term Celts (and Germans)
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i‘ed 52/51pt.Kr, vor 52/51 v. Chr., before 52/51 BC, avant 52/51av.J-

Obr. 7. Keltové a Germani v Evropé pied a po zvefejnéni Caesarovych Zapiskd a valce galské (te¢kované kole¢ko
symbolizuje germani cisrhenani)

Fig. 7. The Celts and the Germans in Europe before and after the publication of Caesar's Commentaries on the
Gallic War (the dotted circle represents Germani cisrhenani)
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Obr. 8. Badatelé réznych obord sice vytvareji moderni interpretacni konstrukty Keltl a Germant v 1. stoleti
pt. Kr., ovéem de facto dle Caesarova navodu a pod jeho dohledem

Fig. 8. Scholars in various disciplines create modern interpretive constructs of the Celts and Germans in the Tst
century BC, but they do so de facto according to Caesar's instructions and under his supervision
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Obr. 9. Prameny k poznavani
Keltd a GermanU jsou neuplné
a navzajem nekompatibilni

Fig. 9. The sources of knowledge
of the Celts and Germans are
incomplete and mutually incom-
patible

o ane e,
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Obr. 10. Rekonstrukce etnicity Keltd (a Germand) sestavené z neuplnych a nekompatibilnich pramend je obtizné
hodnotit, protoZe pojem etnicita je réizné chapan

Fig. 10. Reconstructions of the ethnicity of the Celts (and the Germans) compiled from incomplete and incom-
patible sources are difficult to assess because the term ethnicity is understood in different ways
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mogliche archiiologische

Indikatoren
?elbstid.entiﬁkation Schmuck Siedlungsmuster
einer sozialen Gruppe
Musik, Stilistische
Kleidung Tinze... | Grenzen Variabilitit
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GESCHICHTE
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ETHNOLOGIE
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ARCHAOLOGIE
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Gesetze / Sprache Kultplitze Ikonographie
Briiuche
Lokalisierung / Abgegrenzter Réumliche
spezifischer Ursprung Siedlungsraum Abgrenzung

Obr. 11. Jednotlivé obory si vytvareji své obrazy etnik, tedy i své Kelty a Germany (dle Ruiz Zapatero - Alvarez-
-Sanchis 2002 a Ferndndez-Gétz 2009; upraveno)

Fig. 11. The individual disciplines create their own images of ethnic groups, and thus also their own Celts and
Germans (after Ruiz Zapatero - Alvarez-Sanchis 2002 and Ferndndez-Gétz 2009; adapted)

Historisch

KELTEN- GERMANEN-

Archaologisch

BEGRIFF
. / \ Rassen-Biologisch
Territorial T Anthropologisch
Zeitgeist

Obr. 12. Obecné pojmy Keltové a Germani vznikaji spojovanim obsahl pojmU vzniklych v rdznych odbornych
i laickych spole¢nostech, vysledkem jsou zkonstruovani Metakeltové a Metagermani, ktefi zfejmé nikdy neexis-
tovali (dle Steuer 2021; upraveno)

Fig. 12. The generic terms Celts and Germans come from the merging of the contents of terms arisen in various
professional and lay societies; the resulting construct, the Meta-Celts and Meta-Germans, apparently never
existed (after Steuer 20217; adapted)
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Diskuse

7. obsahového hlediska upozoriuji na jeden logicky lapsus, ktery by mél byt vyresen. Existuje roz-
por mezi body 20.2, resp. 23 a bodem 3. Na jedné strané se tvrdi, Ze ,pojmy Keltové a Germani
neoznacovaly a neoznacuji etnika v jejich souc¢asném chapdni®, resp. Ze realita antického svéta ,ne-
méla etnicky obsah v dneSnim slova smyslu“. Na strané druhé vsak podle bodu 3 neexistuje dnes
zadnd obecné platnd a uznavand definice etnicity a ,nikdo presné¢ nevi, co to etnikum je“. Summa
summarum neexistuje-li (neni definovanad) etnicita dnes, nemohla existovat (nelze ji definovat) ani
v minulosti. Tvrzeni v§ak miiZeme i otocit: existuje-li dnes etnicita a jen ji nejsme schopni definovat,
mohla etnicita existovat i v minulosti, jen ji nejsme (prozatim?) schopni spravné popsat a zkoumat.
Pokud by platilo druhé tvrzeni, ma stdle smysl se etnicitou zabyvat a hledat zptisoby, jak s ni spravné
védecky a hlavné eticky zachdzet. Proto by neméla zmizet z naSeho pojmového aparatu.

Jiri Machdcek

Autor diskusniho prispévku shledava logicky rozpor mezi tezemi 20.2, resp. 23 na jedné stran¢
a 3 na stran¢ druhé, tedy mezi tvrzenim, Ze neexistuje Zadnd obecné uznavana definice etnika a na-
zorem, ze antické pojmy Keltové a Germdni neoznacovaly etnika v dneSnim chdpdni. . Machacek
pii tomto tvrzeni vychdzi z pfedpokladu, Ze nenfli néco definovadno, pak to neexistuje. Domnivam
se, Zze tomu tak neni, Ze existuje mnoho realnych jevu, jeZ obecné uzndavanou definici postradaji,
a presto existuji, at jiz jsou hmotné (napt. bramborovd polévka) ¢i nehmotné podstaty (ldska, spo-
kojenost). Zvlasté pojmy tykajici se clovéka a lidské spolecnosti se obtizné definuji a neziidka je jed-
noznacné definovat ani nelze - rozum, nadani, bohatstvi, krize, elita atd. atd. K takovymto pojmim
patii bezesporu i etnikum ¢i etnicita. Smyslem predloZenych tezi nebylo zpochybnit existenci etnik
v pravéku, ale (kromé jiného) upozornit na velmi realnou moznost, Zze pojmy keltové a germani
nejsou pojmy etnickymi v dnesnim slova smyslu. Oba pojmy mély u feckych a fimskych autort jiny
vyznam a jinou ndpln, nez jim prikldidime dnes. Vzdyt i jevy majici v§eobecné undvanou definici ji
velmi ¢asto nemaji navzdy, ale ta se ¢asto proménuje s narustajicimi poznatky. Vzpomenme jen na
atom v pojeti Démokrita a v pojeti fyzikii v poslednich nékolika staletich.

Faktem ovSem zustdva, Ze s otoenym tvrzenim J. Machdcka, Ze etnicita existovala a existuje, jen
ji nejsme schopni a mozna ani ochotni definovat, nezbyvad nez souhlasit. Stejné tak sdilim jeho
presvédceni, ze by neméla zmizet z naseho pojmového aparatu. Zbyva jen podotknout, Ze ji ne-
smime chapat staticky, ale v jejich ¢etnych proméndch danych ¢asem ¢i vyvojem lidského poznani.
Jako archeologové si ovSem musime ujasnit, zda ndas obor umoziluje ¢i neumoznuje stanovovat
etnicitu minulych populaci, piipadné za jakych podminek. Dnes tvrdime, Ze nase ndlezy nejsou
nositeli etnicity a zdroven ji s jejich pomoci urcujeme.

Nejobtiznéjsim ukolem ovSem patrné zistavd najit vhodnou formu, jak verejnosti sdélovat, Ze
keltové, germani, S(s)lované nejsou ndzvy narod, tak jak je zndme dnes.

Hlavnim cilem piedloZenych tezi je ozivit v naSem prostiedi diskusi na téma etnicity, a to nejen
keltt a germdnt. Vitdny jsou vSechny nazory, zvlasté ty kritické, byt nelze zapominat, Ze v obtiZzné
diskusi nam skytda pevny bod pouze teze 29.

Viadimir Salac

Autofi vybizeji k pokrac¢ovani diskuse.
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